
Sample

THE 
HUNDRED 
POUND 
SCHOOL 

ROBERT SKIPWORTH 



Sample
 
Dedicated to the pupils, staff and trustees of Richard Durning’s Endowed 
School - past, present and future. 

First published  1992 
Revised   2016 
ISBN-13: 978-1519757999 
ISBN-10: 1519757999 

Copyright - Robert Skipworth 2016 
Extracts from this book can be freely used and reproduced by staff and 
pupils for purposes of study. When possible an acknowledgement would be 
appreciated. Other people may also reproduce extracts with appropriate 
acknowledgment.  



Sample

Contents 

INTRODUCTION TO 2016 EDITION 4 

INTRODUCTION 6 

Richard Durning 8 

Three Hundred Years 15 

The building 39 

Richard Durning’s Charity 49 

A Living School 60 

The next Three Hundred Years 69 

!3



Sample

Introduction TO 2016 EDITION 

In 1992 Richard Durning’s Endowed Primary School and its 
foundation, Richard Durning’s School Charity, celebrated their three 
hundredth anniversary. Many events took place as part of the year’s 
celebrations including a reenactment of the opening of the school 
with children, staff, parents, the Chairman of Trustees and his wife 
and friends in seventeenth century costume. An exhibition was 
mounted celebrating the tercentenary which, as well a children’s 
work and photographs, also included the founder’s will and the first 
trustee minute book dating back to April 1693. Tea towels and mugs 
were produced as well as the first edition of this book summarising 
the rich history of the school and its foundation. Even the building, 
which had undergone refurbishment and repair a few years earlier in 
1989, seemed to look pleased with itself with a banner resplendent 
on the gable declaring, “Our School is 300 Years Old.” 

The copies of the book that were produced sold well. One copy was 
placed in a “time box” which is fixed to one of the roof trusses in the 
upper classroom together with other memorabilia from the year. I 
shall not be around when the box is scheduled to be opened in 2092 
but some of today’s pupils at the school may well be. Only six copies 
of the book remain unsold today. I was asked by the current 
headteacher, Catherine Hodgson, if it would be possible to produce 
further copies of the book so each child in school could receive one. 
A reprint would be very expensive, if indeed the printers Mitchell 
Wright of Southport still had the original in some form or other. It is 
interesting to remember that the text for the original was produced on 
an Amstrad PCW word processor which at the time was also the 
computer of choice for the school office. After some thought I 
decided the easiest way to proceed would be to produce an updated 
version in electronic format. If indeed you are reading this in “hard 
copy” then you will conclude that we were successful in producing a 
printed version. I also intend producing a simplified version which 
will be useful to children at the school and could still turn out to be 
the gift to each child that Catherine Hodgson so desires.  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Even as recently as 1992 I don't think anyone could have envisaged 
how much education and the school would have changed twenty four 
years later. The building had been further improved with the addition 
of a new classroom and new office accommodation downstairs. 
Successive governments have tried to impose their own idealogical 
slant on how schools should be run, financed and governed. First 
grant maintain status was introduced to be replaced with academies 
and free schools. It is a testament to the staff, governors, trustees and 
indeed the pupils and parents that Richard Durning’s School has 
continued to flourish and espouse modern life and technology, not 
forgetting the admirable record of Ofsted inspection judgements over 
the years. I am grateful for the cooperation of my successors Daphne 
Gutteridge and Catherine Hodgson for helping to fill the gap of the 
intervening years. I have tried to adapt what was written in 1992 to 
current knowledge and have made additions where appropriate. Also 
included is a new chapter on the history of the building which was 
neglected in the first edition. Improved technology has permitted me 
to include colour illustrations, though some the original black and 
white photographs survive for obvious reasons. 

I have found the project very worthwhile in my new retirement 
location of East Sussex. It has rekindled many memories. I hope 
above all the book with be informative and enjoyable. If nothing else 
it may help whoever wants to write a book to commemorate the 
school’s four hundredth anniversary in 2092. 

Robert Skipworth 
Hailsham 

East Sussex 
2016 
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Chapter 1 
Richard Durning 
 

he study of history is by nature a process of searching 
through original records, noting your findings and 
then making inferences from the information 
gathered. Time is the most important commodity 
needed by any historical researcher. Unfortunately, in 
1992, this is the one thing I would have liked more of 

in the preparation of this book. Happily I have been able to redress 
this while producing this edition. 

The most important document for us is Richard Durning's will which 
can be found in Lancashire Archives. There is also a contemporary 
handwritten copy among charity records. The will was made on 30th 
September 1691. It is hand written on paper and contains a few 
corrections and alterations. It begins in a similar way to the way wills 
begin today. 

“In the name of God Amen the thirtieth day of September Anno Rex 
and Regina William and Marie Anglia Anno Domini 1691 of Richard 
Durning of Bispham in ye County of Lancashire Yeoman aged 75 
years being of good and perfect memorie praised be to God for ye 
same am in a disposed mind to settle organise and dispose of my 
estate do make ordain and constitute this my last will and testament 
herby revoking and making void all former and other wills and 
testaments at any time…..” 

The title yeoman gives us a clue to the answer to the question “Who 
was Richard Durning?” People in the 17th Century had definite 
labels; husbandman, shoemaker, gentleman, esquire etc. The class 
system was much more rigid than today being based on occupation 
and property. The ownership of land made you a person of 
considerable standing. A yeoman was a land owner of some 
substance who was under an obligation to serve as a soldier in time 
of need while esquire was a noble title below knight. 
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Richard Durning’s will (Lancashire Archives Ref. WCW Supra)  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Richard Durning signed his will 
by making his mark. 

 

Part of Richard Durning’s inventory 

One old horse         15s 0d 
Feather beds bolsters and pillows  £3 10s 0d 
In coverlets and blankets        12s 0d 
Sacks Pokes and Winnow sheets        6s 0d 

A poke is an old word for a bag: hence a pig in a poke. A winnow 
sheet was used while winnowing. Grain was thrown in the air and 
caught on the sheet while the chaff was blown away.  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CHAPTER TWO 
Three Hundred Years 

s was discovered in the last chapter, Richard Durning 
died sometime between 30th September and 9th 
October 1691 thus initiating the careful provisions he 
had made in his will for the founding of the school 
and his other charitable bequests. 

Durning had already conveyed some of his property to the very first 
trustees in 1675. His will of 1691 completed the process. The 
trustees, presumably a group of his most trusted friends met for the 
first time on 19th April during Easter week of 1693. The first trustees 
of During's Charity were: 

Thomas Ashurst  of Ashurst, Esquire 
Nicholas Rigby  of Harrock, Yeoman 
Thomas Wilson of Tunley, Gentleman 
John Willson  of Parbold, Yeoman 
Hugh Ashton  of Bispham, Yeoman 
Henry Carter  of Bispham, Yeoman 
James Scholefield  of Parbold, Shoomaker 
Thomas Whalley  of Parbold, Husbandman 
Peter Wrennall  of Wrightington, Yeoman 
Jonathan Wrennall  of Wrightington, Yeoman 
Thomas Entwistle  of Bispham, Husbandman 
William Bannister  of Longton, Schoolmaster 

A current list of trustees of what is now know as Richard Durning’s 
School Charity can be found on the charity’s website :- 

www.richarddurningscharity.org.uk 
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Headteachers of Richard Durnings Endowed School 

Thomas Hall    1692 - 1695 
William Hallywell    1695 - 1697 
Thomas Johnson    1697 - 1723 
Edward Causey    1723 - 1765 
Ralph Culshaw    1765 - 1805 
John Culshaw    1805 - 1843 
William Horton    1843 - 1845 
John Armstrong    1845 - 1874 
C.N. Richardson    1874 - 1892 
John Harrison    1892 - 1929 
Elizabeth Harrison   1929 - 1955 
Dennis Pritchard    1955 - 1964 
Ian Millward    1964 - 1987 
Robert Skipworth    1988 - 1993 
Daphne Gutteridge   1993 - 2005 
Catherine Hodgson   2005 -  

Brief History of Richard Durning's Endowed School 

1692 Appointment of Thomas Hall. 

1695 Resignation of Thomas Hall and appointment of William 
Hallywell. 

1697 Resignation of William Hallywell and appointment of 
Thomas Johnson. 

1723 Resignation of Thomas Johnson and appointment of 
Edward Causey. 

1765 Death of Edward Causey and appointment of Ralph 
Culshaw. 

1785 Appointment of assistant master. Payment awarded from 
rent from cottage adjoining school and interest from sale of 
timber. Sale raised £136. 
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SampleJohn Harrison teachers and full attending pupils in the school house garden 
probably in the early 1900s. 

 In the tree - Tom Baxendale            Harry Barton 

Standing - Miss Earp, Tommy Ames, May Heaton, Tommy Hampson, 
Hetty Walsh, John  Harrison, Sidney Ashton, Juliet Harrison 
(Teacher) 

Sitting - Tommy Welch,   Edith Highfield,    Sarah Monk,     William 1

Jackson Monk,            Lizzie Carter,           Florrie Freeman  

 Sarah Monk visited school in 1991 with her nephew Geoffrey. (See Photo 1

Page 31) She also provided the names of those in the photograph.
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In 1993 Daphne Gutteridge was appointed headteacher. Her first 
major task was to prepare for the new Ofsted inspection regime. She 
successfully steered the school through two inspections, also doing 
the preparatory work for a third successful inspection before she 
retired. It is a mark of the dedication of the staff that all inspections 
have been successful despite the ever changing goalposts and 
timescales. The most recent inspection in 2013, under the leadership 
of current headteacher Catherine Hodgson, resulted in the school 
being given the prestigious title of “Outstanding.” 

Staff 

The staff have, of course, changed during this period. The 
establishment depending on the number on roll. Staff have tended to 
stay rather than move on in quick succession, a mark surely of the 
desirability of a post at Bispham. With the fall in roll the head was 
also called on to take responsibility for a class, part and sometimes 
full time. This has presented problems of workload particularly with 
the multitude of recent reforms. 

It is worth reminding you of staff who were at Bispham between 
1967 and 1992. They include: Alan Nowell, Margaret Young, 
Dorothy Lees, Rosalind Bromilow, Rose Smith, Barbara Smith, 
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Current School Staff 

Ruby Teacher  Sarah Bowey 
Emerald Teacher Rachel Buky 
Teaching Assistant Melanie Moores 
Headteacher Catherine Hodgson 
Sapphire Teacher Nicola Foley 
Diamond Teacher Meryl Stewart 
Teaching Assistant Pamela Hailwood 
Teaching Assistant Gill Lomax 
Teaching Assistant Susan Hodson 
Teaching Assistant Shaunah Wright 
Secretary Fiona Wilkinson 
Caretaker John Rimmer 

!13



Sample

CHAPTER Four 
the building 

he building’s history was somewhat neglected in the first 
edition of The Hundred Pound School. This chapter is 
designed to redress that balance. 

A few but not many schools whose foundation date back over three 
hundred years can boast they still occupy the original building. 
Nearly as old as Richard Durning’s is Brennand’s Endowed School 
in Slaidburn, founded in 1717. Similarly Rivington Grammar 
School’s charter was granted by Queen Elizabeth I in 1566. The 
school opened in 1575 and was rebuilt in 1714. The school relocated 
and is now Rivington and Blackrod High School, with the 1714 
building being occupied by Rivington Foundation Primary School.  

In his will Richard Durning specified that the school should be build 
on “20 rods of land on the side of the close called Dickon’s Ground 
in Bispham Green” or else his property in Wrightington “the Ferrars 
Croft,” but this did not happen for reasons that are unclear. The name 
“Dickon’s Ground” suggests it probably belonged to Richard 
Durning but we do not know where it was. Instead the school was 
built on Higher Jack’s Field. It appears the building was completed in 
a relatively short time, the first master, Thomas Hall being appointed 
in 1692 with the school apparently opening in 1693. We cannot find 
any drawings or paintings from this early period. The building 
existed little changed until 1897. The use of the rooms is unclear 
during this period. However we do know that in 1876, when the 
school received the first annual grant, boys and girls were taught 
together in the upper room which was frowned on because of 
overcrowding. I presume that lavatories, earth closets, were outdoors. 
In 1819 £76 was spent on repairs to the building which was a tidy 
sum in those days. The use of the existing rooms was changed in the 
1880s with classrooms being created in what is now the office and 
headteacher’s room and the staffroom. Careful examination of the 
exterior reveals the original building was a “T” shape. This is 
confirmed by plans of the period in charity papers kept in Lancashire 
Archives. 
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Tinted front elevation drawing of school clearly showing the 1887 extension 
and a cross section giving some idea of the inside layout. The roof truss 
depicted can be identified in the upper room today. 

A framed copy of this is kept in school.  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SamplePostcard view of school with the unaltered Farmers Arms - 1929 

Ground floor plan of same period  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CHAPTER Four 

Richard Durning’s Charity 

he three hundredth annual meeting of the trustees of 
Richard Durning's Charity was held on Monday 18th 
May 1992. The meeting in 2016 will be the three 
hundred and twenty fourth. Continuous records exist 
of every meeting since the first on 19th April 1693 
when the first trustees spent 5s 6d “for ale and 

tobacco.” To this day a meal always follows the Annual Meeting in 
May, with a toast to the founder being proposed. The majority of 
minutes are now kept at Lancashire Archives. The function of the 
meeting has been to conduct the business of the charity for the 
coming year, collect rents, pay bills and arrive at general 
management decisions. Achieving three hundred and twenty four 
meetings is worthy of note but maintaining the value of the bequest 
is perhaps even greater. So often such charitable trusts dwindle in 
value until they are virtually worthless. 
 

The first Minute book of 
Richard Durning’s Charity 
1693 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Minute of the first meeting of the charity 19th April 1693  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Members of the Board of Trustees and others at the Annual Meeting - May 
2015 
Back Row - Peter Gartside (Wrightington) Bob Thompson (Champion 
Accountants) David Ensor - Vice-Chairman (Co-opted) Grahame Green 
(Mawdesley) Robert Skipworth (Patron) Mark Abbott (Co-opted) Adrian 
Shandley (Premier Wealth Management) 

Front Row - Fiona Wilkinson (Clerk) Judy Hales (Co-opted) Cllr. May 
Blake (Parbold) Geoffrey Monk - Chairman (Bispham) Robert Collinson 
(West Lancs Borough Council) Ken Wilkinson (Co-opted) Jonathan McCall 
(Quilter Cheviot Investment Management)  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CHAPTER five 
A LIVING SCHOOL 

s I started rewriting this book I came to the realisation 
that the changes that have occurred at Richard 
Durning’s School since 1992 are in many ways as 
momentous as those that took place between 1692 and 
1992. Blackboards have long been replaced by 
interactive whiteboards. The school’s single BBC 

model B computer was state of the art in 1992 but is positively 
“stone age” in comparison with the laptops and iPads used in school 
today.  The internet was the preserve of academics and technicians 
yet now both the school and charity have websites and email and 
SMS messages are the preferred method of communication rather 
than pieces of paper, so often lost in children’s bags. It is a credit to 
the school that it has espoused all the technological innovations since 
1992. A learning zone now exists which boasts sixteen of the latest 
computers. Each class is also well stocked with iPad and Kindle 
tablet computers. 

Latest tablet computers in 
use 
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